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More Talent on the Way by BASEBALL AMERICA 


Who are the Tribe’s best prospects for future seasons? Russell Branyan, 
C.C. Sabathia, and Alex Ramirez — just to name a few. Here’s BASEBALL 
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Brothers by Jim Ingraham 
Permission to reprint or repro- 
duce any of the enclosed material 
must be granted in writing by the 
Cleveland Indians. 


They've been surrounded by the world of professional baseball since they 
were children. They've dreamed of playing together at the Major League 
level. They've experienced great success and great challenges in their 
Major League careers; and finally, they're living a dream come true. 


A Century of Indians Baseball: 1899-1919 
by Jack De Vries 


Check out this first installment in a series of articles appropriate for the 
end of the millenium! These historical pieces will engage you with their 
cast of fascinating — and real — characters. The story of baseball in 
Cleveland is filled with great athletes and unending twists and turns. 
Whether you're a casual or an avid fan, this is a tale for you. 


To learn more about the Cleveland 
Indians, visit our website at 
www.indians.com and 
indiansxtra.com 


To order a subscription or single 
issue of GAME FACE, please call 
(216) 420-GIFT or toll free at 


(800) 38-TRIBE. Six Ways To Spell Relief by Steve Herrick 


Cleveland’s bullpen is undoubtedly among the best in the Majors. 
Together its relievers feature such variety in pitches and speeds that 
opposing batters are apt to meet their match. Herrick reviews the styles 
of each reliever and talks with Tribe pitching coach Phil Regan and 
manager Mike Hargrove. 
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Indians general manager John . 
Hart called it, “Our most important - 
free-agent signing, because in 
Robby you’re talking about a 
potential future Hall of Famer.” 
Certainly there was no sales job 
necessary in Cleveland. 


Some of Robbie's biggest fans 
were the Indians players. “Robbie 
brings a lot to the table. He per- 
sonifies what a second baseman 
should be, and we haven't had a 
true second baseman for the last 
few years,” said Jim Thome. 


“He’s a solid all-star player,” said 
Dave Burba. “Robbie will make 
plays that most second basemen 


“Every time Robbie has 
gone to a new team, he’s 
had animpact year.” 


— Sandy Alomar 
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can’t make. It’s going to be a lot of fun pitching in front of 
him and Omar (Vizquel).” 


Nobody knows Robbie better than his own brother, and 
Sandy cuts right to the bottom line when he talks about 
the significance of the Indians signing his younger 
brother. “Every time Robbie has gone to a new team, 
he’s had an impact year,” says Sandy. “And every time 
we've played together, we've both played well.” 


The ones who will take the Alomar family reunion the 
hardest will be the long distance telephone carriers in 
the U.S. “Now that we’re on the same team,” says 
Robbie, “we won't have to worry about helping each 
other out of slumps by talking on the phone long dis- 
tance, over two or three time zones. We really feel 
fortunate and blessed to be playing on the same team. 
It's something we've looked forward to doing for years. 
We've never had the chance to do it. Only during winter 
ball in Puerto Rico.” 


The Alomar baseball legacy starts on the island of 
Puerto Rico, where both Sandy and Robbie were born. 
Their father Sandy played in the Major Leagues for 14 
years, starting in 1964, with the Braves, Mets, White 
Sox, Angels, Yankees, and Rangers. One of Sandy 


Although neither brother had‘a memorable year 
at-bat in 1998, both have the potential to inflict 
great damage upon opponents from the plate. 
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Alomar’s teammates on the Ran- 
gers in 1977 and 1978 was 

Mike Hargrove. By then, the two 
Alomar brothers had already begun 
to make a name for themselves in 
baseball games in Puerto Rico. 


“| only got half the baseball genes 
Robbie got,” says Sandy, with a 
laugh. “He was an awesome 
baseball player from a very early 
age.” At age seven, Robbie was 
already playing in a league of 12- 
year-olds. “They wouldn't let him 
play in the league with kids his own 
age because the pitchers couldn't 
get him out,” says Sandy. 


For Robbie, baseball was a pas- 
sion. “All | ever wanted to do was 
be a baseball player,” he says. 
“There was never any doubt in my 
mind that | would be a Major 
Leaguer one day.” 


While Sandy, above, became 
an integral part of a suc- 
cessful Cleveland franchise, 
Roberto, at right, won two 
World Championships — and 
made a mark in both Toronto 
and Baltimore. 


The fact that the Alomar 
brothers’ father was a Major 
Leaguer didn’t hurt. But Robbie 
is quick to point out that the 
two brothers did not get a free 
ride to the big leagues. “We're 
here because of God-given 
talent,” Robbie says. “I know a 
lot of kids of Major League 
ballplayers who didn’t make it to 
the big leagues. Yes, we had a 
father who was a talented 
player in the big leagues. But 

" we didn’t make it to the Major 
Leagues because our father 

| was a big leaguer. We made it 
> because of hard work.” 


Sandy says there were some 
obvious advantages to having a 


“| never thought San 
Diego would ever 
trade, Robbie.” 


— Sandy Alomar 


father as a big leaguer. “Because 
our father was a Major Leaguer, 
Robbie and | both took a lot of 
pride in that, and we tried to be 
like him.” 


Sandy adds, “I think it 
helps being the son of a 
Major Leaguer in that you 
get to watch so much 
advanced baseball as a 
young kid. You learn a lot 
about the game when 
you're young. It’s like going 
to baseball college, and 
you're only seven or eight 
years old.” 


Sandy was signed by the 
Padres in 1983 and 
Robbie signed with San 
Diego two years later. The 
two players then began 
climbing the Minor League 
ladder together. They 
played on the same Minor 
League teams in 1985, 
and again in 1987. 


“You could tell Robbie was 
going to be great from 


that first year,” said Sandy. “He 
won a batting title in “A’ ball when 
he was only 18.” Back then, 
Robbie wasn’t the only switch-hitter 
in the family. “I started out as a 
switch-hitter,” says Sandy. “But for 
some reason | had trouble getting 
out of the way of inside pitches 
hitting left-handed. That meant my 
right arm was exposed to the 
pitcher. The farm director at San 
Diego said, ‘The only reason we 
signed you was because of your 
arm. You better not get hit.’ So 
then | stopped switch-hitting, and 
went to hitting right-handed only.” 


The Alomars progressed through 
the San Diego farm system, and 
made an impression along the way. 
Robbie hit as high as .346, and 
Sandy was a two-time Minor 
League Player of the Year. They 
seemed destined to play in the 
Major Leagues together. But 
following the 1989 season, the 
Padres traded Sandy, Baerga, and 
outfielder Chris James to the 
Indians for Joe Carter. Then a year 
later, the Padres traded Robbie 
and Carter to Toronto for Fred 
McGriff and Tony Fernandez. So 
much for playing together with 

the Padres. 


“| never thought San Diego would 
ever trade Robbie,” Sandy says. “l 
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Baseball fans:can:enjoy:the- sport 
to ‘the -fullest-extent by keeping 
track.of:-the ‘game-and ‘pinpointing 
those big: plays that: bring victory 
or defeat. All: you need-is-a basic 
knowledge: of the:rules: 


Although ‘there -are. countless 
scoring methods, experts use:a 
simple. code: based: on: numbering 
players-by:position-and tracing 


action through the-use of symbols. 


It's: easy: and-fun. 


In:fact,’ why.-not: devise -your-own 
scoringsystem with the basic 
suggestions.on. this: page: 


One:such suggestion.on: player 
substitutions is: to‘ use-a: heavy: ar 
wavy: line-under-or:over €:box-to 
indicate. a change; either:of a 
player:or: batter: 


ffia batter: flies.to-the:rightfielder, 
merely use thesfigure:9: {fitis*a 
foul fly, use: SF 


Now:that:youeare-an official 
*scoren, -youcan-really: enjoy 
baseball:games: 


Theballiwas:hit:to:the second base- 


Can You Score The Play Above? Can You Read Sacrifice Fly SF 
This Scoring BK SB Gaught Stealing CS 
man, who threw. it 60 the:shortstop: Example? we) Ww Passed Ball PB 
The:hitter reached Balk BK 
first base on a walk, Struck Out KK 
stole second,-advanced Base-on: Balls BB 
to third-on-a-pitcher's balk; Ferced:Gut-FO 
and:scored:on-a-wild: pitch. Intentional: Walk [AW 


The shortstop:was. able: to force-out 
the runner who: had-been-at first. He 
then:threw:the balkto: the: first base- 
man-to: get the batter out, turningse 


doublesplay. 


Walked-and was: forced:out.at 
second{second-baseman:-tos 


TEAM shortstop} 


- 


Reachedsfirst:on fielders:chaice 
whensrunner: was: forced: out; 
advanced :to:third on-a.double: by: 
Srd-place hitter scored:on 4th: 
place hitters: sacrifice tly. 


Rightfielder 


25 


2nd: Baseman 


E 


e 
milan 
MN 


1st. Baseman 


Centerfielder fae 


Designated 
Hitter. 


Leftfielder RSS 46 


Gatcher 


Doubled:*did:nokadvance ‘further 


Flied:out:to-center-feld:Scaring. 
runner:or third, 


a) 
ba 
ie 


Struck-out end: of the sinning: 


Singled; Jater-forced:out-at 
second-{secand-basemanto 
shortstop: insfirst-half-of 
double-play): 


ro 
BG 
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3rd:Baseman 
Shaertstop — Hit-into-double:play {second 
a baseman-to: shortstop: to: first 
4 


Pitcher baseman): 


Hit-home-cun: 


: 
SBE 


Flied-out-to Jeftfielder: "end. 
of inning: 


Use Symbols 
As: Shorthand: :. 


Single 
Double 

Triple 

Home: Run 
Error 

Foul Fly 
Double: Play:<DP 
Fielder's:Ghoice :FE 
Hit:by:Pitcher:sAR 
VWilcsPitch:< WP 
Stolen Base:SB 
Sacrifice AiesSH 


MTL | 
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by Steve Herrick Memo to Indians opponents: If you plan on beating the Tribe this season, 


you better do it early. Once a game gets to the sixth or seventh inning, 
chances are good it’s going into the win column for the Indians. 


Why? There’s a very good reason. Well, actually there are six very good 
reasons. Add them up and you get the Indians bullpen. It’s a six-headed 
monster that’s deep, effective, and could end up being the best bullpen in 
the American League. 


And that’s just the way general manager John Hart likes it. 


“If you look at the success we've had over the last several years, it’s because 
we've had a good bullpen that’s been 
very deep,” says Hart. “We have three 
guys who can close games for us.” 


Photos: Gregory Drezdzon, top row 
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out there, but we didn’t really have 
a closer until we got (Jose) Mesa 
going (in 1995).” 


This season there is no doubt Jack- 
son will be the closer, but he will 
have plenty of help if he needs it. 


“Mike Jackson is our closer, but it’s 
nice to have people like Rincon and 
Shuey who we can use if Mike 
needs a day off,” says Hargrove. 


Jackson was one of the Indians’ 
most valuable players last season. 
Hargrove moved him into the 
closer’s role two days before the 
season started and Jackson 
responded with the third-highest 


The Indians lag tails Jack- 

son, above, have another 
stellar year agtth closer. 
Newcomer, Jerry Sp 
right, will be an i ir 
ure to opposing teams — y 
big man who throws hard. x 


save total in one sea- 
son in team history. 


“| never reflect too 
long on a season,” he 
says. “Everybody looks 
forward to that type 
of season. | was 
blessed. | think the 
Lord blessed me to 
have that type of 
season, but once the 
next season starts 
nobody will remember 
what you did last 

| season.” 


| Jackson knows his 
) way around the 
bullpen. Before last 
~ season, he had been 
one of the most 
reliable setup men in 
_ baseball for most of 
the 1990s. 


“| know that role very 
well,” he says. “The 
guys who come in in 
the seventh and 
eighth innings are so 
valuable to a ballclub. 
They're the ones 
coming in 
with guys in scoring 
position. Those guys 
are the true savers. | 
don’t care who you 
are. You can’t do your 
job as the closer un- 
less the guys in front 
of you do their jobs.” 


Jackson likes the looks 
of this season’s bullpen. 


“I'm very excited, 
especially the way 
some of our guys 
ended up last season,” 
he says. “The guys we 
brought in will be a big 
help too.” 


As pitching coach for 
the Chicago Cubs the 
last two seasons, 
Regan got a good look 
at Spradlin and Rincon 
as they pitched in the 
National League. 


Hae 


Eee 


“We have alot of depth.... 
We have. three or four 
guys who can close out 
games.” 


_— Tribe Pitching Coach 
Phil Regan 


“Both are great additions,” he 
says. “Both are durable and they 
will be in a lot of ballgames.” 


Here is Regan’s scouting report on 
the Tribe’s new relievers. 


“Spradlin is a big righthander who 
throws the ball extremely hard,” he 
says. “He has a tremendous 
fastball which has tremendous 
movement. He has a good slider 
and a good breaking ball. All he 
needs is some confidence. 


“Rincon doesn’t have an overpower- 
ing fastball. He does have a great 
slider. He’s tough on left-handed hit- 
ters and he’s tough on right-handed 
hitters. He also has the mentality 
to close out some games.” 
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With the physical presence of an 
NBA power forward, Spradlin was 
one of the most-talked about 
players in the Tribe’s Spring Train- 
ing camp. When Spradlin threw 
batting practice, people stopped 
what they were doing and watched. 


It doesn’t look like American 
League hitters will have many 
comfortable at-bats against him. 
National League batters, who hit 
.216 against him last season, are 
undoubtedly glad he’s gone. Not 
only is Spradlin tough to hit, not 
too many hitters want to dig in 
against someone that big who 
throws that hard. 


“Ive watched the hitters face him 
in batting practice,” Regan says. 
“They don’t like to stay in there 
against him. They'll hit his fastball, 
but they bail out when he throws 
his breaking stuff.” 


Tribe bullpen lefthanders are 
Paul Assenmacher, at right, 
and newly acquired Ricky 
Rincon, pictured above, 


Durability is another 
one of Spradlin’s 
strengths. He made 
145 appearances . 
and pitched 163-1/3 
innings the last 

two years. 


Tribe fans will also get 
a chance to see the 
real Reed this season. 
Soon after being 
acquired from the 
Giants on July 23, he 
developed numbness 
on three fingers in his 
right hand. Doctors 


in his right wrist and 
performed an arterio- 
| gram to clear the 


over two weeks, but 
returned for the 
playoffs. 


== “lt started bothering 
== me about 10 days 
after the trade,” he 
says. “Il don’t go in the trainer’s 
room. | knew something was 
wrong, but | got traded for three 
core guys (Mesa, 
Shawon Dunston 
and Al Morman) 
and | wanted to 
come through. 
John Hart put a lot 
on the line for me. 
Once | got fixed, 
everything was OK 
for the playoffs.” 


Reed was checked 
out by doctors in 
the off-season. 


“| came into Cleve- 
land in late Decem- 
ber just to make 
sure everything was 
100 percent,” he 
says. “They gave 
me another arterio- 
gram and every- 
thing's OK. | don’t 
think the hitters 
here have seen my 
good slider or my 
good sinker.” 


discovered a blood clot 


blockage. Reed missed 


| got traded for three 
core guys and | wanted 
to come through. 


—Tribe Reliever Steve 
Reed on his desire to 
excel in Cleveland 


Reed is no stranger to good 
bullpens. 


“In 1995, | was in the best bullpen 
in the National League (in Colo- 
rado),” says Reed. “We were good, 
but this is going to be a good 
bullpen, too. We have a couple of 
guys from each side who throw 
hard, and then you have guys like 
Paul Assenmacher and me who 
don’t throw as hard, but we have 
strong arms and can pitch a lot. 
We have a lot more diversity.” 


Rincon and Assenmacher will give 
Hargrove a nice combination from 
the left side. Both can get left- 
handed hitters out, but Hargrove 


continued, see Relievers, page 87 
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Make any special occasion more exciting by 
inviting Indians Mascot Slider to get in on the 
action. Creating his usual havoc and fun, 
Slider will make your next private or corporate 
event a memorable experience for all. 


Detailed information on scheduling a personal 
appearance is available by calling 
(216) 420-4435. 


~Dan-Dee 


‘Cleveland 
Indians 


_ Enjoy the Best While 
__ Watching The Best... 
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Baseball's ‘most important. pitch: 
this: season.won't.come fram a” 
mound: ‘In-an.effort:to- combat 
drinking. and driving, ‘Major. league 
Baseball, together with the: Tech- 
niques for:Effective: Alcohol: Man- 
agement.(TEAM):coalition,: contin- 
ues: to.make-a Comprehensive: 
appeal:to- fans. this-year.- The 
message: PLEASE:-DON'T: DRINK 
AND: DRIVE! 


As. part. of the: TEAM:program, 
each: Major.League:club: reviews: its 
alcohol: policies:and?runs.‘public 
Sservice.announcements: asking 
fans to-drink responsibly and 
warns them against:the: conse- 
quences. of drinking. and: driving: 


The: Cleveland: Indians want you 


‘safe, -because-we:-want-you: back. 


Please. drink responsibly. 


in-an-effort to make: everyone's 
visit to. the: Ballpark-as*safe:and 
enjoyable-as possible; a ‘list: of 

guidelines: has: been: developed. 


The Jndians:ask that you follow. 
these: guidelines, or be-subject:to 
ejection:from the ‘Ballpark; andin 
50me cases;subject:to: criminal 
prosecution by the Gleveland:Police 
Department. 


To: ensure that-each-game:is.a 
pleasant experience for each: and 
every guest; the: Indians have 
established:the. following “Ground 
Rules:” 


“lt is our intention:to 


“make our home a safe, 


comfortable, family- 


oriented facility so uns 


trip to Jacobs Field is 
most enjoyable.” 


— Dennis Lehman, 
Indians Executive Vice 
President of Business 


oe dacobs Field iS‘a non-smoking. facility with 


designated. smoking’areas. Non-smoking 
areas include: the entire seating. bowhof 
the :Ballpark ‘including. the outdoor, 
séating.of Suites. and Club:Seats); 
KidsLand;.-and all public-rest-raoms: 
Smoking:is. permitted:in the following 
areas: Back. Yard; Patio area‘on:the Main 
Concourse; all. three:concourse-levels 
(Main;. Mezzanine; and: Upper: Deck) on 
the East Ninth: Street. side: of. the Ballpark 
and:Upper: Deck pavilion. area: on the 
Garhegie. side: of the: Ballpark {all:of these 
locations: are ‘open-air: areas. with: picnic 
tables, concession stands, ‘and:rest-room 
facilities. nearby);:Bleacher: Concourse-on 
the-Eagle Avenue’ side .of.the: Ballpark:.In 
addition; the Terrace ‘Club:and ‘Club 
Lounge ‘have-both smoking-and:non- 


smoking-areas:: Jacobs Field: has:signage 
identifying:designated:smoking- areas. for: 
yoursconvenience. 


<@2Cans; glass: bottles; plastic:beverage 


containers; thermos bottles, and:squeeze 
bottles-are: notspermitted:- into: Jacobs 
Field: 


S$@ Due to‘security concerns) hard-sided 


coolers:andscontainers are not permit: 
ted.. Soft-sided: containers: and\conlers 
aré/permitted; 


S@ Food itemsvand juice boxes are permitted 


inside the Ballpark,; provided:they are-not 
inside-a:hard-sided‘caoleror container: 


@ Pets are not allowed inside the Ballpark. 
However, guide ‘dogs for: persons: with 
sight:disabilities ‘are permitted. 


2 @Thetresale (scalping): of Indians: tickets:is 


Strictly prohibitedcand:subject:to: prosecu- 
tion’ bythe Cleveland: Police Department: 


@ Fans are permitted to: bring.andédisplay 
banners, .provided-they: do:not:interfere 
with:the:gamey abstruct:the view-offans, 


“ments, suggestions; or problems, 


or. carryobscene,political;. or-commer- 
cial’ messages: Banners may:be ‘hung 
fromthe facing of the: Upper-DeckPoles 
and.sticks: are: strictly: prohibited: 


@ Fans may: bringssmallurbrellassinta 


JacobsFieldias. long asthey-do-nots: 
interfere: with other.fansenjoyment:of 
the gamexEarge:golf-umbrellas:are 
discouraged. 


@. Cameras:and'video:recorders:are 


permitted.’ However,-any:résale ofthe 
photography: or-videois'strictly: prohib= 
ited: Team :name}logos;-and players: 
likenesses-aresallscopyrighted ‘material: 


@ Persons-observed breaking: thejlaw (eg. 


using illegal:drugs}-or-drinking ;aloohol 
underage): will be-subject: toimmediate 
ejection-and or. criminal-prosecution: 


Photo:/Gregory’Dr 


@-:Persons: using obscene: or-abusive 
language j-orengaging:in-any other 
antisocial conduct. offensive ta:thase-: 
arounathem;. will be: asked-by:Indians o>; 
personnel:to-céase this: conduct, Ifthe: 
offensive: conduct: persists; those ‘involved: 
Wwill;be-ejected:fram:dacabs Fields: 


@ Persons entering the playing field, 
throwing-or‘attempting to: throw objects 
onto the field;<will:be subject:to:immedix; 8.59 
ate ejection fram Jacobs: Field and/or OM NERS 
criminakprosecutian: : 


if you have any questions; com=< 


please visit one: of the Guest Serv 
ice Genters located at Section-721 
of the: Main: Concourse and ine; 
Section, 519 of the Upper Gon- << 
course; or see one of our hestss a 
throughout the Ballpark. The 
fndians thank -you:for:your: 
cooperation: 


Relievers 


doesn’t have to be af 
right-handed 


our bullpen in the first month or 
settling in period, and as the sea- 
everybody started doing their jobs 
more consistent,” says Hargrove. 


have to make sure everyone goes in and gets 
e lished,” says Jackson. “It takes everybody to 
do their part.” 


Hargrove has managed to successfully establish 
roles for his relievers over the years, which has been 
one of the keys to the bullpen’s success. 


“It's important for them to know their roles,” says 
Regan. “I pitched in the bullpen and | know how 
important it was to know my role and when | was 
going into the game. We like to tell our pitchers what 


Above, left to right: a healthy Reed and Shuey — 
who finished strong in ‘98 — want the 
ball in ’99. 


their roles will be and 
stick with that. We 
like to have it so when 
the phone rings, guys almost start getting their 
gloves. When we get to the ninth inning, Mike Jack- 
son knows he’s going in the game.” 
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Look for the phone in the Indians bullpen to be 
ringing a lot this season. And look for this group of 
relievers to be grabbing their gloves and getting in 
the game a lot. That’s bound to be good news for the 
Indians and bad news for the rest of the league. 


Shot Chault 


Sandy Alomar, Charlee Nagu, Bartolo Colon, Jim Thome, Travis Fryman, Kenny Lofton, Jaret Wright, Robbie Alomar 


Caniuzy Tatu 


— 
S 
~ & 
<4 
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Our planetary neighbor of Pluto was undiscovered. The Home Run Champs of 1901 

for both leagues had fewer than 17 homers (16 and 13). None of the items listed (TV, 
Cellophane, etc.) existed a Century ago. The President was McKinley, from 1696-1901. 
There were only 4.5 States in the Union (minus AK, AZ, HI, NM and OK). The U.S. 
population of 76 million was only 4 times NYC's current 19 million+. Carrie Nation 
began raiding saloons, while Queen Victoria ruled England. Life expectancy was 4-7, and 
firet-clase postage was just 2 cents. 


You'll complete an aerial view of League Park, Cleveland's home field a Century ago. 


92 


Photo: Gregory Drezdzon 


Photo: Gregory Drezdzon 


THOME 


Age: 28; born Aug. 27, 
1970 in Peoria, IL 


Position: Infielder 


Bats: L 
Ht: 6'4" 


Throws: R 
Wt: 225 


VIZQUEL 13 
Age: 31; born Apr. 24, 
1967 in Caracas, Venezuela 
Position: Infielder 


Bats: S Throws: R 
Ht: 5'9" Wt: 170 


Enrique 
WILSON 35 
Age: 23; born July 27, 1975 
in Santa Domingo, DR 
Position: Infielder 


Bats: S Throws: R 
Ht: 5'11" Wt: 170 


\ | 
John 
SMILEY 57 
Age: 34; born Mar. 17, 
1965 in Phoenixville, PA 
Position: Pitcher 


Bats: L Throws: L 
Ht: 6'4" Wt: 210 


Mark 
WHITEN 29 


Age: 32; born Nov. 25, 
1966 in Pensacola, FL 


Position: Outfielder 
Bats: S Throws: R 
Ht: 6'3" Wt: 235 
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Acetic Sold. Out Show! 


Cleveland fans give a roaring boost to their favorite team. 


Photo: Gregory Drezdzon 


